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fundamentally there is only one, for that which
is most obvious, and of which I shall speak first,
is explainable only as the direct result of the
second. This, the most obvious factor, is the
modern development of machinery. The other is
the growing application of exceptional mental
powers, not to the manual labour of the men by
whom these powers are possessed^ but to the
process of directing and co-ordinating the divided
labours of others.

Now, as to machinery, Marx and his followers,
as we have seen, maintain that it represents
nothing but the average labour of the past; and
so long as it exists only in its smaller and simpler
forms, the devising and constructing of which are
not referable to any faculties which we are able
to distinguish from those of the average labourer,
we have further seen that the theory of Marx holds
good. Labour produces alike both the finished
goods and its implements. But in proportion as
machines or other contrivances, such as vessels,
grow in size or complexity, and embody, as they
do in their more modern developments, ingenuity
of the highest and knowledge of the most abstruse
kinds, the situation changes ; and we are able to
identify certain faculties as essential to the ultimate
result, which affect the work of the labourers, but
which do not emanate from themselves. Any
three men of average strength and intelligence
might make a potter's wheel together, or build a
small boat together, as they frequently do now,